
REMARKS 

C laims 1-9 arc active in the present application. Claims 3-9 have been amended to 
remove multiple dependencies. No new matter is added. An action on the merits and 
allow ance of claims is solicited. 

Respectfully submitted. 
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IN THE C LAIMS 

--3. (Amended) A process as claimed in claim 1 [or 2], wherein the oligomeri/ation 
is essentially a dimerization. 

4. (Amended) A process as claimed in [any of claims 1 to 3] claim 1 carried out at 
from 30 to 3()0 C C and a pressure in the range of from 10 to 300 bar. 

5. (Amended) A process as claimed in [any of claims I to 4] claim 1 carried out 
continuously in the liquid phase. 

7. (Amended) A process as claimed in [any of claims 1 to 6] claim 1 , wherein the 
feed mixture is fractionated in a column to separate C 0 -oIefins and oligomers prior to the 
reaction, the C ( ,-olefins are returned to the reaction, the reacted mixture is returned to the 
column and the oligomers -hydrocarbons) are discharged. 

S, (Amended) A process as claimed in [any of claims 1 to 6] claim 1 . wherein the 
reacted mixture after the reaction is fractionated in a column to separate C h -olefins and 
oligomers, the C\ r olet1ns are returned to the reaction and the oligomers are discharged. 

9. (Amended) A process as claimed in [any of claims 1 to 8] claim 1 . wherein the 
reaction is passed over a protective bed prior to the reaction.— 
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